
September 24, 2023
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Volume 1, Number 1

P F L A U M  G O S P E L  W E E K L I E S  F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n  P r o g r a m

Isaiah 55:6–9
Psalm 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18
Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a
Matthew 20:1-16a
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  Isaiah 55:6-9  
The prophets were called by God 
to speak his truth. In this last 
chapter of Isaiah, the prophet 
Isaiah comforts and instructs 
the Israelites. They are living in 
exile and  desperately want to go 
home. Isaiah wants his people to 
understand that even though they 
cannot offer sacrifice to ask God 
for what they need, there is still 
a way to seek him. He tells them 
to turn away from sin and ask 
forgiveness. Isaiah reminds them 
that God thinks differently than 
subjective humans.

  Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a  
Saint Paul is in prison when 
he writes this letter to the 
Philippians. He sits in his cell 
contemplating the purpose of 
his life and what waits for him 
after death. Even though Paul 
never met the historical Jesus, his 
experience of Christ completely 
changed his heart. He devoted 
the rest of his life to spreading 
the good news of Christ’s victory 
over sin and Death. So he “wins” 
whether he is killed or released. 
On one hand, it is eternity with 
Jesus, or the other, he stays alive to 
call people to Christ.

  Matthew 20:1-16A  
Just like today, landowners in 
Biblical times  employed some 
people year-round. But at 
harvest time, they needed many 
more people to pick the crops. 
That is the setting of the story 
Jesus tells today. Many, many 
people gathered at the place 
where there would be a harvest. 
The landowner and foreman 
would choose the strongest and 
healthiest men to work. If these 
men were not moving fast enough 
to finish a field, the landowner 
would go back to the waiting 
groups and choose more workers: 
some less strong men, some strong 
women, etc. Later in the day he 
might go back and choose some 
more. This time perhaps strong 
children. Finally, he may have to 
go back and take anyone, the old, 
the sick and weak. So is the case 
of the characters in Jesus’ story. 
What happens next causes outrage 
from some of the workers. They 
expected what they believed was 
fair compensation for the hours 
they had labored in the field.

Together or alone, make 
a list of what your family 
truly needs.

Walk through your home 
and note all the things that 
are wants, not needs.

When you pray the Our 
Father what do you mean 
when you say, “Give us this 
day, our daily bread”?
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Opening 
PRAYER

Lord, we are often so concerned 
about others who do not treat 
us fairly that we fail to hear 
the cries for justice that come 
from our brothers and sisters. 
Send us your Spirit to help us 
to hear the cries of those who 
need their daily bread. Amen.
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Question of the Week
When did you want to be first, but did not get to be. 
Name something positive about being last or putting 
others first.

Family Prayer
Dear Jesus, show us how to put others first. Remind us that 
you love all of us and want us to love one another. Amen.

Scan here for parent resources. ➥
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L Human Dignity and a Just Wage

Justice and peace in the ancient world were intimately 
bound together. The Covenant between God and 
the Israelites spelled out justice—each person’s 
responsibility for the poor, the widowed, the outcasts. 
They were deeply aware that you could not act with 
justice unless there was peace that allowed you to 
plant, harvest, and share.

The teaching of the Catholic Church has held these 
truths in balance for thousands of years. All people 
“have the right to work, to a chance to develop their 

qualities and their personalities in the exercise of their 
professions, to equitable remuneration which will 
enable them and their families ‘to lead a worthy life 
on the material, social, cultural and spiritual level’ and 
to assistance in case of need arising from sickness or 
age.” (Pope Saint Paul VI, A Call to Action no. 14)

There are people who say, “Religion has nothing to 
do with my life.” This parable is the clearest example of 
the truth that our faith touches every part of our life, 
even our wallets.

Lo
rd

 Je
su

s, y

ou are truly present. Am
en! I need nothing in this 

world in order to be 
happy. I only need to 
see Jesus in Heaven, 

Whom I now see and adore on the 
altar with the eyes of faith.              

–Saint Dominic Savio

Closing PRAYER
We ask, Holy Spirit, that you help us to 
completely change our hearts like you helped  
Saint Paul. It takes so much focus to hear your 
voice with so many other voices telling us what 
to believe. Please give us ears to hear, Amen.

FAMILY CORNER

Points to Ponder
  Fair or Just?  
If you are a person who works for an hourly wage, 
this parable is quite troubling. It may lead  you to 

ask, “Is God fair?” One small detail is often overlooked 
in the story. The landowner negotiates with the first 
workers for the usual daily wage. A daily wage at that time 
is believed to be one Roman denarius. That would feed 
one person for three weeks and a family of four for five 
days. Keeping in mind that what the poor ate each day was 
barely over the line of malnourishment. 

So, the landowner’s distribution of wages was based on 
giving every person what they truly needed. Don’t we ask 
God for exactly that when we pray the Our Father? “Give 
us this day, our daily bread.” We are asking for what we 
truly need for the day. This parable calls us to examine 
the differences between our needs and our wants. It asks 
us to trust that God will always give us what we need. It 
may not be fair in our minds, but it is God’s justice. 

l Relate Isaiah’s words to this parable. “His thoughts are
not our thoughts.”

Strengthen belief in the 
True Presence of Jesus in the 
Eucharist. Visit the Pflaum 
Eucharist resources page. 
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